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Increasing Frustration of Reformers through the 1830s
Through 1830s, transformers were increasingly becoming frustrated and therefore become more thorough in agitating for social changes. One of the main reasons why the reformers were increasingly becoming frustrated is the poor social structures that subjected the people to oppression and looting of the resources to London (Mackenzie’s List of Grievances, 1833). The people were given army commandants as chiefs and this did not augur well with the reformers because they such army officers were only used to coercing and commanding slaves and therefore knew nothing about the liberties of freedom to the people. The minority were given privileges to enjoy money collected from people without the consent of the people. For example, Makenzie, in his list of grievances, which he presented in the year 1833, in a book that he titled “The Constitutional Reformers’ Textbook”, says that a few priests become government pensioners while the majority had to struggle to fend for themselves and others (Mackenzie’s List of Grievances, 1833) while resources were looted from Northern Canada to London without the consent of the native people. Therefore, the reformers become more radical because they felt that the colonial government was looting from them and was keeping a blind eye on their woes. Lyon Mackenzie outlined a list of 23 grievances which show that people were being taxed without their consent and were poorly represented in the assembly and the Executive Council were unchangeable (Mackenzie’s List of Grievances, 1833). This was bringing a lot of suffering to the people and this is what made the transformers to be more radical.
Another problem that increase the frustrations of reformers through the 1830, especially in the Lower Canada Province was the fact that the government was meddling in the elections of representatives of the people with the aim of influencing them forcefully (Elements of a “National-Democratic Revolution, 1834) and accumulating various public offices on a few individuals who had connections with the administration instead of sharing public positions equally. The reformers saw a problem in the way the country was being ruled with very little freedom given to the people to elect their representatives without the government influence. The increasing discomfort of the people in Lower Canada lead to the Ninety-Two Resolutions of the 1834 which were described as having a bit of truth, falsehood and some were confusing and untrue (Elements of a “National-Democratic Revolution, 1834). It was resolved that the council was irresponsible in handling the maters that appertained to the natives of the Lower Canada. There were inequalities in the distribution of salaries between the native majority and the few British people who got higher salaries. From the demands of the Lower Canadian Reformers of 1834, it was resolved that the there was exorbitant exertion of fees in public offices which was illegal and unconstitutional (Elements of a “National-Democratic Revolution, 1834). The reformers became more radical because those in power were becoming domineering and were changing fees illegally in public offices. The administration was also meddling in the elections of people’s representatives to ensure forceful control over them and this denied the people the freedom to get true representation without the influence of the powerful folk in government.
Increasing frustration through the mid and late 1830s can be attributed to the lack of freedom for Canadians. Mackenzie, who is one of the iconic reformers of the 1830s was at the center of encouraging his fellow Canadians to push for freedom. This means that the Canadian peasants were subjected to oppression by those who called themselves betters. From the Elements of a National Democratic Revolution (1837), the writings of William Lyon Mackenzie show that the people of Canada had been subject to life of peasants working and toiling for their colonizers with very little freedom in their lives. The reformers were therefore increasingly becoming frustrated because the grievances they aired were not being addressed. This led to Mackenzie and other reformers to start pushing for revolution. Even though he was seen to have been influenced by the Jacksonian American revolution ideas, Lyon Mackenzie detached himself from such claims and insisted that his frustration and frustration of fellow Canadian reformers resulted from the oppression and lack of freedom by the people in power who subjected the Canadians to suffering and low life of oppression (Elements of a “National-Democratic Revolution”, 1837). The reformers, therefore become more radical because the administration was increasingly becoming blind to their grievances and therefore, Mackenzie and other reformers thought that the only way was to push for the revolution to achieve freedom and social changes in Canada. “God has put into the bold and honest hearts of our brethren in Lower Canadian to revolt-not against "lawful" but against "unlawful authority." (Elements of a “National-Democratic Revolution”, 1837).
The lack of justice in the metropolitan government and also the colonial government inflicted a lot of frustration to the reformers and as time went by, it became more and more clear that no one was going to listen to the grievances put forward by reformers. That is why, as stipulated in the “Declaration of Saint-Ours” 1837, the reformers resolved to freeze the sources of revenue for the administration and to apply more radical means such as consuming goods only manufactured in their countries. "...By preference, we shall consume products only manufactured in our own country..." (The Declaration of Saint-Ours, 1837). These radicle measures were meant to make London see the need to listen to their grievances and see the reason for giving the people justice and freedom that they deserved.
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